
Annual report of the Shropshire members group of UK Cycling for 2017 

Introduction   Shropshire members group have had another good year. Our rides programme has 
been well supported and enjoyed with a number of new riders. I think it is true to say that the group 
is ticking over well with members doing what they really like to do, which of course is cycling ! 

Sadly the club lost two members this year. Arthur Broadhurst who was, I believe, our oldest member 
and fondly remembered by many people, and Os (David Osbourne), a popular Sunday rider. 
Amazingly their two cremations followed one another on the same day 

Committee Activities   Maxine Rogers took on the job of Chairman for the year. Peter Lobban 
continues to manage the website and Brian Oakley and Hazel Nowell do the difficult jobs of ride 
organisers. Martin Anderson, our publicity officer, updated the Shropshire page on the national 
website, as well as the local Green Guide and the Shropshire County Directory. He also continues to 
advertise rides in the Chronicle and our Facebook Page. Brian Oakley as Membership Secretary 
revised and updated the Leaders List as he does every year. 

Much discussion occurred about Ride Grade Definition as it was felt the existing ones needed 
upgrading to try and take into account of what exactly exists in practice and make it easier for 
members to understand. New criteria for rides were introduced mid-year and any comments on 
them would be welcome.  

A Ride Feedback successful meeting was held at the Royal Hill Edgerley in March to give members an 
opportunity to discuss riding protocols and ride safety. Further Ride Leader Workshops were 
discussed and considered to be worthwhile in the future. Such workshops with external tutors are 
not cheap and financial support from ‘head office’ is not available, while there was money still in our 
member group account. It was therefore decided that the matter should be raised at the AGM 
before anything else was arranged. 

The idea of organising ‘Introductory Club Rides’ was raised. Thursday ‘introductory’ evening rides 
ceased 2 years ago. Reintroducing such rides may be something for the future. 

Martin Anderson arranged a stall in the market placed in Shrewsbury during National Bike Week to 
publicise the club. It was considered successful and worth repeating next year. 

Twelve members supported the 50mile Butterfly Effect Ride for the Charity Living with Dementia in 
July.  Cycling Uk T shirts were worn by all club members to help publicise the club. 

Ride Organisers report: 

 Midweek Rides (Brian Oakley reporting) These continue with the Tuesday ride well supported.  
However, the Thursday ride are down to two or three riders and on some occasion nobody turns up 
apart from the leader, if there is one. The number of leaders has declined over the last twelve 
months and I often have difficulty finding a Thursday leader, hence the programme often says riders 
to decide venue on the day. Despite the shortage of leaders we do have some who are prepared to 
lead several rides a month and we should be thankful for their dedication to the Group. I always try 
to ensure there is a category C ride is listed with, in the Summer months, a category B ride at least 
once a month. I am pleased to say that new riders do get a warm welcome. When I joined nearly ten 
years ago I remember a warm welcome from Roger Griffiths and Ron Eaton and I am pleased that 
tradition continues. What we need to be careful about is that a C ride is a C ride. If a ride isn’t what it 
says on the tin then new riders often get put off and we do need them. 

Sunday B Rides  ( Hazel Nowell reporting) The Sunday 'B' group has put on 49 rides over the last 12 



months, which is quite an achievement, given that there are not many of us.  This was a full 
programme, except that no ride took place on 20 or 27 August, as no-one was available.Over the 
year numbers on rides averaged 6, with a maximum of 9.  Just about everyone who rode with us did 
their share of leading, so huge thanks to them (all 13 of them) especially to those who rode in from 
Wem, Wellington and Bishop's Castle to do it.  No doubt our newcomers will take the lead in due 
course and will learn from the high-standard set.  Rides were safe and well-managed, with some 
excellent routes and destinations.  We've implemented the two-abreast formation fairly consistently 
and it's working quite well.  
We've had many memorable days-out together.  None of us will forget New Year's Day, which was 
particularly cold and downright miserable!!  After that, things improved and particularly enjoyable 
were Sue's April ride to Audlem, Marion's car-assist to Net's Café on the Wirral in May, Roger's first 
lead to Bishop's Castle in June and being up on top of the Long Mynd on John's ride to the Gliding 
Station.  Climbing legs were challenged by Claire's Horseshoe Pass ride and Jonathan's very hilly 
Ceiriog Valley ride in July, which started at Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant and involved thousands of feet 
of climbing in just 41 miles.  
Our normal mileage was a Standard 50 to 65 miles, at an average pace of 10 to 12 mph.  This 
summer, though, the occasional longer and faster ride was offered, with John Hamilton, Andy 
Seabourne and Edwin Hargraves setting the new and more challenging destinations of Tattenhall, 
Gregynog, Stottesdon, Eccleshall and Aymestrey.  70 to 80 mile days at 12 to 14 mph average.  These 
attracted only three or four riders each time, but it's probably this type of ride that would bring new 
riders into the club, given more publicity.  Winter rides will be back to a fairly consistent 'B' pace of 
10 – 12 miles per hour, with November and December destinations including Bishop's Castle, Chirk, 
Lilleshall and Ellesmere.  Anyone thinking of joining the 'B' group would be most welcome, just come 
along and give it a try. 
 
Sunday C rides (Mike Greaves)  I am pleased to report that this group is averaging 9 riders per week, 
with a good cross section of members. Averaging approximately 40 miles per round trip, our more 
relaxed approach seems to suit those who join us, and we try to make everyone welcome; new or 
less experienced riders are nurtured, although it would be better if we could attract a younger 
element too.  We enjoy a stop for coffee and a chat; a lunch stop, and even possibly tea during the 
return journey. Occasionally we have a welcome pub lunch en-route, or bring our own refreshments; 
the choice is up to the individual.  This allows time for us to ‘get to know’ each other which I think 
may be part of our success.  Destinations range from Ellesmere, Stiperstones, Ironbridge, and Sleap, 
to name but a few; when riders wish to only join us for ½ day we reach a midway point where it is 
possible for riders to return safely.   This friendly bunch enjoys a sense of companionship 

 
Audax Report. John Hamilton once again organised three very successful Audaxes in 
Shropshire.  The Yr Elenydd was held on Sat 8th April, the Audax National 400 on the 24th 
June, and the Discovering / Beyond Shropshire / Pengwern Pedal, on Sat 15th September. A 
full report is attached as an appendix to this report. He would like to thank all those 
members who helped make these events successful, and the committee would like to thank 
him and Linda for all the incredible hard work they put in to cement Shropshire’s place in 
the National Audax programme. 

Easter Event. Paul Rogers organised a very successful Easter Event which was enjoyed by all those 
who attended.  

Social Report Two successful musical evening were held in the Spring at the Raebrook Social Club. 
The U3A Ukelele Band returned for a very enjoyable evening. Thanks are due to the whole Band but 



particularly Bill Dorrell for organising the evening. Almost Bluegrass enthralled us all on a separate 
evening and we thank Merrion Wood for organising the evening. We hope to welcome both bands 
back next year.  Thanks are also due to the Raebrook Social Club who allow us to use the premises 
for free providing we raise some money for charity. This we do with a raffle and a voluntary entrance 
fee. 

A Cycling Nostalgia Evening will, I am sure, been a great success, occurring after writing this report 
but before this AGM. Thanks are due to Ken Knight, not only for his presentation but also for the 
immense work that he did in digitalising the glass slide collection which is held in the Shrewsbury 
archive. Also to Nick Marshall for his contribution to the evening. 

We are always looking for members to come forward to arrange social events. When they do occur 
the feedback from them is how much they are enjoyed. 

Thanks are due to all the committee members, and ride leaders and in particular John Hamilton for 
his organising of the Audaxes which earn a significant amount for the members group.  

Appendix 

Audax Report   

Yr Elenydd, Sat 8th April 
The 31st edition of the Elenydd (nee Elenith) 300. Just like last year the talking point seemed to be the weather, 
although for very different reasons. 2016 was noted for snow and hail, 2017 was wall to wall sunshine (with 
temperatures of 24C recorded on Abergwesyn Common!) once the early mist had burnt off. The warm 
weather and light winds allowed some very quick times to be set – the first riders were back in a new course 
record of 12hrs 16mins. At the other end of the field, some of you found the heat a bit much and recorded 
their slowest times. This year was also notable for the number of ladies riding, with 7 on solos, plus a further 2 
stoking tandems – congratulations to them all – they’re in fairly exclusive company as there’s not that many 
have ridden the event. 

The final stats for the day – 152 entries, 118 starters and 111 successful finishers. That’s the highest number 
since I took over the event from Dave Pountney back in 2012! 

As always, massive thanks to all the controls and the volunteers who came out to help run them – Linda, 
Bernard, John & Hazel, Steve, Paul, Anne & Martin at Upton Magna; Wendy & Fiona at Shobdon; Julian for 
standing in at the last minute at Abergwesyn; everyone at Clwb Bowlio Tregaron; Annie and the staff of the 
last homely house that is the Wheelwrights; and the café staff at Shobdon and Rhayader. Without them this 
event just wouldn’t happen. 

Thanks to all the riders for their donations at Abergwesyn. We collected £347.73 which will be going to the 
JustGiving appeal for the family of Mike Hall, tragically killed only a few days earlier in the Indian Pacific race in 
Australia. Mike being local to mid Wales would have known many of the roads used on the event, and being 
well known in the Audax community was much in everyone’s thoughts over the weekend. 

Audax UK National 400, Sat 24th June 
After hosting a control in 2016, this year we went the whole hog bringing the National 400 to mid-Wales and 
the Marches. The organiser toned down his usual reputation for ‘undulating’ rides to produce a route without 
too much gratuitous climbing (so riders mostly got to look at the scenery rather than having to ride over it), in 
the form of a big triangle roughly based on Shrewsbury, Hereford and Aberystwyth, with highlights including a 
visit to the historic Ironbridge gorge, Shropshire’s “blue remembered hills” and the Wye valley through 
Herefordshire before crossing the Cambrian mountains via the Elan reservoirs to the coast at Aberystwyth. The 
return over Plynlimon back to the Severn valley uses quiet A roads overnight for easy navigation. 



Well done to everyone who finished – overall, we had 145 riders start, with only 4 non-finishers (all due to 
mechanical maladies). With the half dozen of my helpers who rode at various times in the week beforehand 
that makes a total of 147 validated finishers – by some margin the highest for a National 400 for many years. 
Particular congratulations to those riders on their first 400, I know there were several of them and part of the 
appeal of the National 400 is intended to be for those stepping up the distance rather than just the seasoned 
mile-eaters, so it was good to see them on the ride as well as the more seasoned veterans. 

Of course, whilst it’s my name at the top of the event, none of it would have been possible without my band of 
volunteers who put on a superb event… 

Upton Magna: John & Linda Hamilton, Peter & Anita Crofts, Anne Hendrie, Jo Miles, Alison Smedley, Helen 
Gilmour, Graham & Jenny Milne, John & Hazel Nowell, Steve Coburn, Nick & Judith Griffiths, Edwin Hargraves, 
John Clemens, Roy Bishop. 

Richard’s Castle: CTC Kidderminster - Dan & Wendy Howard, Philip Whiteman, Dave and Charlotte Pountney, 
Roy Jackson, Cliff and Yvonne Bradley and Rob Webb 

Brockhampton: Hereford Wheelers - Daryl & Hannah Hayter, Luke Williams, Mark Rigby 

Llanelwedd: Ritchie Tout, Claire Oldfield, James Blair, Graham & Wendy Hodges 

Elan Valley (Van of DelightsTM): John Perrin, John Perrin (jr), Peter Bond 

Aberystwyth: Andy & Siobhan Cox, Deb Hughes and Deb Harris 

Trefeglwys: Audax Club Hackney - Ivan Cornell, Adam Kinsey, Andy Yates, James Wyatt 

Discovering / Beyond Shropshire / Pengwern Pedal, Sat 15th September 
Our traditional season closers returned this year, along with a revised version of the Pengwern Pedal 300 from 
2016.  

For 2017 the Discovering Shropshire was registered as part of Cycling UK’s ‘Challenge Ride’ series. Once again, 
the weather held off so the 61 riders enjoyed a mostly sunny day around the south Shropshire hills. It was 
particularly welcome to see plenty of new faces taking their plunge into Audax events, and to see a number of 
local Cycling UK Shropshire riders taking part – well done to Sue Collinson, Marion Guy, Claire Ashton, Martin 
Anderson, Brian Oakley and Peter Smith (and apologies if I’ve missed anyone). 

The Beyond Shropshire borrowed inspiration from the Three and Four Rivers Rides (taking a rest this year) 
heading to Lake Vyrnwy and over the Bwlch y Groes to Bala and back. 24 riders took part in the 200km event, 
with a further 19 completing the shorter 100mile version omitting the Bwlch y Groes. 

The Pengwern Pedal 300 went one step further, taking the Beyond Shropshire 200 and continuing over the 
Trawsfynydd mountain road to Porthmadog on the Welsh coast, before returning via Llyn Celyn to Bala. The 
event was surprisingly popular for a late season 300, with 32 riders taking part in a tough event. 

stuck to with revised routes taking in the undulating blue remembered hills of South Shropshire and the Welsh 
marches. 

Once again, thanks to the cafes at Acton Scott, Ray’s Farm, Church Stoke, Lake Vyrnwy and Tremadoc for 
hosting the events, and the helpers Linda, Steve, Ed, Helen, Anne, and Andy. Plus, Alison and Adam who stayed 
around after finishing their own rides to lend a hand with the longer events. 

 

 

 


